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MayorΩs Message 

 
Welcome to 2026! 
 
It looks like winter has finally returned to what we used to know, and with that comes a lot of 
snow. We understand many people are running out of places to put it. The  
municipality does not mind snow being plowed to the opposite side of the road, as long as ridges 
are not left across the roadway and snowbanks from driveways are not sticking out onto the road. 
Please take the time to clean these up before they harden, as they can cause unexpected damage 
if hit. Thank you for being mindful and helping keep our roads safe. 
 
It’s great to see how much use the rink has been getting.  It’s always a pleasure to see the  
community enjoying it. Despite the challenges we’ve faced this past year, particularly with the 
wells, we’ve been managing thanks to our incredible volunteers. This community would not be 
what it is without them. I will be gathering names so a proper thank-you can be given. Looking 
ahead to spring, I’m excited to see the renovations and the facelift planned for the rink and shack. 
 
Some staff and council recently attended the ROMA conference. During the trip, we  
participated in five deputations with the Ministries of Finance, Infrastructure, Emergency  
Preparedness, and Health. We were also invited to sit in on Oliver Paipoonge’s  
deputation with the Ministry of Transportation, where we had the opportunity to speak as well. 
We raised safety concerns regarding DTR traffic moving through our community and the changes 
we would like to see before the bypass is built, as that project is still some time away. There are 
several concerning intersections, and an MTO representative familiar with our township was  
present and will be looking into these concerns. We are hopeful for continued communication 
with the ministry. 
 
There has been discussion on Facebook regarding the busing situation, and these concerns have 
not fallen on deaf ears. The driver shortage has been looked into, and the busing companies have 
advised that they are doing what they can. This is not an issue that falls under council’s 
 jurisdiction. If the issue were related to road conditions or buses refusing to enter our township, 
that would be an immediate concern. Parents are encouraged to stay on top of bus  
communications and contact Student Transportation directly for information specific to their 
routes. 
 
One infrastructure item currently on our radar is the Enders Road bridge. We will be reviewing all 
specifications to determine how a replacement or upgrade can be completed with the least 
amount of impact possible, as this is a vital road. Our goal is to minimize disruption to daily 

commutes, school transportation, and especially emergency first responders. 
 

Township Office will be closed Monday, February 16th for Family Day 

Upcoming Council Meetings:  February 10th and 24th  ñ 6:00 pm 

 Location: Conmee Community Centre. Virtual attendance is   available.  

Please see our website at conmee.com for further information.  



If you are ever in doubt or need  
information, please don’t hesitate to call 
the office, send me a text, or stop by in 
person. Stay warm.  We’re  
almost through this cold snap, and 
 hopefully more enjoyable weather will be 
on the way so we can all get out and enjoy 
some activities again. 
 
See you next month. 
 

Warm regards,  

Mayor Sheila Maxwell    
              **************** 
 

EXCERPTS FROM 
MINUTES—REGULAR 
COUNCIL MEETING 

December 8th and 16th  
 

Minutes were reviewed and   
approved:  
 

ClerkΩs Report :  

 December 8:  The Clerk confirmed that 
the emergency tabletop exercise  
scheduled for December 9 was fully  
organized, with approximately 14–15  
participants expected, including  
representation from the Ministry of  
Natural Resources and Forestry Fire  
Division. The exercise will focus on  
evacuation planning and wildfire  
response. Asset management work  
continues following recent PSD Citywide 
training and a level-of-service workshop 
aimed at aligning service standards with 
financial targets.  Integrity Commissioner 
agreements have been finalized and will 
take effect January 1, 2026. The Clerk also  
reported on water system adjustments at 
municipal facilities, noting that one well 
was turned off to address water quality 
concerns, which affected flow rates and 
rink flooding. A report from SASI is 
 anticipated at the next meeting. Looking 
ahead, the Clerk confirmed that a ROMA 
2026 delegation has been secured with 
the Ministry of Emergency Preparedness 
and Response for January 19 to  
discuss rural emergency services funding. 
She also highlighted the December 11 
deadline for summer student grant  
applications and requested Council’s  
direction on proceeding with two  
proposed positions: a Recreation Program  

Assistant and a Public Works Summer  
Student. Finally, the Clerk introduced  
supporting documentation for Council’s 
consideration of the LRCA briefing  
under New Business.  
 

December 16:  The Clerk reported that 
the Emergency Management tabletop 
exercise was held on December 9, 2025, 
focusing on a wildfire evacuation scenario. 
The exercise provided operational  
feedback to support continuous improve-
ment of the Township’s emergency re-
sponse capabilities and forms part of the 
Township’s Emergency Management  
Program compliance for 2025. Council 
was advised that the Emergency  
Management Committee has reviewed 
and approved the current Emergency 
Management Plan in preparation for the 
2026 compliance cycle, and that any 
 proposed updates arising from further 
review will be brought forward for Council 
consideration in the new year. 
The Clerk further advised that comments 
and edits were received from the  
Township’s solicitor regarding the Fire 
Department Enabling By-Law.  
Administration will incorporate the  
recommended revisions and present an 
updated draft to Council at a future 
meeting.  
With respect to grants, applications to the 
EASE Grant and the FireSmart  
Community Implementation Grant were 
unsuccessful due to the competitive  
nature of the programs. Administration 
will review feedback received and  
explore alternative funding opportunities 
in 2026  

 
TreasurerΩs Report:   

December 8:  The Treasurer reported 
that the new Munisoft general ledger 
 system was successfully installed last 
week and is functioning well. An  
extension for bank reconciliation in  
Munisoft, previously provided at no cost, 
now requires payment and has been re-
newed. Facility upgrades were noted,  
including the installation of new door 
trims at the community hall to prevent 
drafts and pest intrusion.  
Regarding rink operations, the  
Treasurer confirmed that a water  
delivery was completed earlier in the day 
to assist with flooding, with a 

 second delivery scheduled later in the 
week. She advised that additional  
deliveries may be required depending on 
conditions. The Treasurer also 
 reported that the first invoice for  
gravel hauled under the OPG  
agreement has been submitted for  
payment, representing significant revenue 
for the Township. 
 

Public Works Report:   

December 8:  The Public Works  
Supervisor provided an update on  
winter readiness and infrastructure 
maintenance. Grading and sanding of 
roads is ongoing to improve traction  
during snowpack season, and several en-
trance culverts have been replaced to 
maintain proper drainage. Pothole  
repairs were completed on multiple 

routes, and the cemetery entrance was 

rebuilt to address erosion issues. At the 

landfill, operations continue with steel 

being hauled out for recycling revenue. He 

emphasized the importance of safe  

driving during winter conditions and 

 confirmed that sanding will continue as 

needed throughout the season. 

 
Fire ChiefΩs Report:   

December 16:  The Fire Chief provided 

an update on departmental operations for 

November and December, advising that 

the Fire Department responded to four 

medical calls during the reporting period.  

 
 

2026 Council  
Meeting Schedule 

 
February 10 and 24 

March 10 and 24 
April 14 and 28 

 
Council meetings occur every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted. Please visit 
www.conmee.com  to see agendas, 
minutes, and more. If you do not have 
internet access, the office can print this 
information for you.   



 



“Breaking news:  A mysterious 

miniature guest infiltrated the 

township office  on January 8th.  

Motive unknown.  Cuteness level: 

extreme.” 

Seeking assistance with cleaning and general 
upkeep for a seasonal resort near Ignace. We 
are looking for either an individual to help with 
cleaning duties or a pair who can assist with 
cleaning and additional tasks. If you have your 
own camper to park and spend the spring,  
summer, and fall on the lake, that would be a 
plus. Please contact Gayle at gkadlecre-
sorts3@hotmail.com for more information. 

 

mailto:gkadlecresorts3@hotmail.com
mailto:gkadlecresorts3@hotmail.com


A huge “Thank You”  to Tempelman Water Haulage for delivering the water for our  
outdoor rink and to Robert Pajamaki and Mike Glisinski for maintaining the ice.  We 
truly appreciate your time, effort, and support in helping us keep the rink in great 
shape for everyone to enjoy. 

Thank You, 

               Council & Staff 

 
KAKABEKA FALLS LEGION BRANCH 225 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 

DATE EVENT TIME 

Sunday, February 8th Breakfast 8:30 am—11 

Saturday, February 14th Executive Meeting 2:00 pm 

Saturday, February 14th General Meeting 3:00 pm 

Saturday, February 14th Dinner, Dance with Quest to be announced 

Sunday, February 15th Music 2:00 pm—4:00 pm 

Saturday, February 28th Dance with Quest 7:00 pm 

The Legion is still looking for more volunteers.  If you can give even 1 hour, that would be so appreciated. 

Many hands will make the projects much easier to complete. 

To book an event please call Alice at (807) 577-0418. 
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Please contact the Municipal 
Office for deadlines.  

Advertise your business, 
event or happy ad in the next 

issue! 

 
Full Page: $20.00 

Half Page: $10.00 

Quarter Page: $5.00 

For Sale type Ad: $2.50 

(Business card size) 

 

 
Thunder Bay Community Pasture 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, March 16th, 2026 

7:30 p.m. 

Rural 60 Centre, 5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls 

off Hwy. 11-17 

For more information contact Diana Bockus 

Secretary/Treasurer  

dlbockus@tbaytel.net 

807-475-8761 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

Note:  Copies of the revised Constitution are available by  

emailing dlbockus@tbaytel.net  

mailto:dlbockus@tbaytel.net


 

 



 

PROPERTY TAX NOTICES 2026 

Property Tax Notices are mailed out to property owners twice a year to the current address on file.  If there 

has been a change to your mailing address please contact the Township Office to update your information. 

 
 Date Mailed 1st Installment Due 2nd Installment Due 

Interim Tax Notice February 3rd, 2026 February 25th, 2026 April 29th, 2026 

Final Tax Notice August 5th, 2026 August 26th, 2026 October 28th, 2026 

We accept cheque, money order, bank draft, cash, and debit or credit card  at the Township Office during 

regular hours of business.  eTransfers can be made through treasurer@conmee.com. 



Snow Removal Standards – What Residents Can Expect  
 
During the winter season, the municipality follows specific standards to keep roads safe 
and passable.  
When We Start Plowing  
Snow clearing begins when snowfall exceeds 10 cm . 
How Quickly We Respond  
*  Within 24 hours  of being called out, crews begin clearing snow.  
After a snowfall ends, crews have up to 24 hours  to bring roads to the required condition.  
Road Conditions After Clearing  
Roads will be left in a snow - packed  condition. This means some compacted snow may 
remain, but the road will be plowed and safe for driving.  
What Our Crews Do  
Winter maintenance activities may include:  
*  Regular and spot plowing  
*  Applying sand  
*  Ice scraping/blading  
Clearing and widening roads as needed  
Minimum Clearing Standards  
After the snowfall ends:  
*  Snow will be cleared down to 10 cm or less . 
*  On lower - volume roads a minimum width of 5 metres  will be cleared.  
When These Standards Apply  
These standards are in effect only during the winter maintenance season . 

 
**As per Policy No. 13—Winter Maintenance Season**  



 



 

 RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
 
Oliver Paipoonge: Murillo & Rosslyn Libraries (during open hours) 

Nolalu:     Hoppers Variety  

Gillies:   Whitefish School (Sept to June) 

O'Connor:     O'Connor Municipal Office 

Neebing   Neebing Municipal Building 

 
Note:  Rural Cupboard Foodbank needs recyclable bags.  
 
A BIG THANK YOU ƣŸШüŸǃƖċШÖťƖċŔŰŔċŰШ?ċŰĦĲШ ƚƚŸĦЮШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƻĲƖǃШŊĲŰĲƖŸƨƚШĬŸŰċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŉŸŸĬШ
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This is a reminder that the LRCA does not monitor ice conditions at any of our Conservation Areas. Make 
yourself aware of weather conditions before heading out to explore, and always ensure you are dressed  
appropriately and are wearing appropriate footwear while visiting. There is no winter maintenance on any of 
our trails. Please be safe when visiting.   
 
Staff conduct snow surveys on a bimonthly basis on the 1st and 15th of the month between November and 
May of each year. Staff started the snow sampling season as of November 15, 2025. There are three historical 
snow survey locations which are located at Hazelwood Lake Conservation Area (Current River), Madeline 
Street (McVicar Creek), and Vibert Road (Pennock Creek). Snow depth and weight (water content) are  
collected and forwarded to the MNR’s Surface Water Monitoring Centre as part of the Flood Forecasting  
Program.   
 
The January 15, 2026 snow surveys indicate that the snow survey locations are above average for snow depth 
and water content, when compared to the historical averages for January 15. The snow depth results were: 
Current River (Hazelwood) – 58.5 cm (35% above average), McVicar Creek – 41.1 cm (36% above average) 
and Pennock Creek – 36.1 cm (9% above average). 
 
The water content results were also above average for all three snow courses. 
 
MNR’s snow monitoring data is now available to the public through the Ontario GeoHub. The site contains 
information including a list of all active and historical snow survey  
locations, mapping of snow survey locations as well as historic and current snow survey data (1933 – 2025).    
 
The 2026 Explore Card Parking Pass is now on sale! Explore Card Parking Passes permit day-use/parking at 
our ten Conservation Areas for one calendar year. Visit as often as you like. Enjoy one calendar year of  
recreation activities! For the low price of $40.00 +HST, it’s convenient for frequent users. All Explore Card 
revenue goes directly towards the upkeep and maintenance of our Conservation Areas.   
Get out and Explore!   

https://geohub.lio.gov.on.ca/


  



 

Tricky Riddle 

1. I have cities but no houses.  I have mountains but no trees.  I have water but no fish.  What am I? 

2. What can fill a room but takes up no space? 

3. I speak without a mouth and hear without ears.  I have no body, but I come alive with wind.  What am 

I? 

Answers 

1. A map. 

2. Light 

3. An echo 


