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Mayor’s Message 

 
Hello once again, 
 
We thought we might be heading into a Christmas season with very little snow—and then bam, 
winter showed us otherwise. So far, we’ve actually had a good old-fashioned winter, much like 
the ones we remember growing up. While the snow itself does help insulate, the temperatures 
lately have certainly been chilly. 

As many of you are aware, we have begun putting a base down on the rink and are hopeful that 
skating will be available soon. At the beginning of the flooding season, we became aware of an 
issue that had not been fully understood before. Flow restrictors had been installed on the well 
that services the hall and office. While some were aware of the restrictors, it was not known that 
we were operating on only one well, as the original well had been shut off. 

In short, we are currently relying on a single well, and this is something that will need to be  
corrected in the spring. Because of the flow restrictors, flooding the rink may take a little longer 
than usual. To help establish a proper base, we have arranged for a few loads of water to be 
brought in. Once the base is set, the well will then be used for the top layers.  I do apologize for 
this situation—had I known earlier, it would not have been this way. As the  
saying goes, when life gives you lemons, make lemonade. 
 
In other township news, we are now into the Christmas break, and hopefully it is truly a break for 
everyone. Council held its last meeting on December 16, 2025, and will resume after the New 
Year. 

Our Social Committee, being quite small this year, was unable to organize a Christmas event. That 
said, there have been numerous bookings at the hall, and it’s great to see it being well used by 
residents and neighbours alike. Looking ahead, we are considering hosting a winter carnival—
possibly in March or around Family Day. After the New Year, we will set a date. If you are  
interested in helping or participating, please contact myself or the office. 
 
After the New Year, council will be turning its attention to the budget and once again getting 
things done early and back into the groove. The office has been actively searching for grants and 
has done very well. Thank you to staff for their hard work—these efforts have made a real  
difference. Grants like the rink funding will continue into the spring with upgrades that will  
benefit future years. Eventually, I would like to see a seasonal washroom and change room beside 
the rink, but that will only be possible with grant funding. Changes may be slow, but they do 
come to those who wait. 
 
A couple members council will also be travelling to Toronto to meet with ministers, including the 
Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response, the Minister of Finance, and the Minister of 
Infrastructure. We are currently waiting to hear from the Minister of Transportation. Along with 

Upcoming Council Meetings:  January 13 and 27 — 6:00 pm 

 Location: Conmee Community Centre. Virtual attendance is   available.  

Please see our website at conmee.com for further information.  



Oliver Paipoonge, we are hopeful to  
secure a meeting—ideally attending  
together as a group of townships. 
At this time, the DTR committee is 
 essentially on hold until we know  
whether a meeting will take place. If not, 
we will continue forward with other  
actions. 
 
As we round out the year, Conmee  
Emergency Services is proud to recognize 
an outstanding group of members and the 
progress made toward compliance with 
the new requirements coming into effect 
in July 2026. This achievement would not 
have been possible without the dedication 
and commitment of our volunteer  
members. We are always seeking  
volunteers that can give some of their 
spare time to up, if more information is 
needed get a hold of Chief Day. 
Volunteering at this level is no small ask. 
The hours required for training,  
certifications, and service are significant, 
yet our members stepped up and met 
every requirement. This success is due in 
large part to the leadership and  
dedication of Chief Day, who has put in 
countless hours—not only earning his own 
certifications, but also ensuring training 
was completed, deadlines were met, and 
members were supported, all while  
balancing a full-time job and a growing 
family. 
 
A heartfelt thank you also goes to Cameo, 
Chief Day’s wife, who is currently on  
maternity leave. Though away from active 
duties, she continues to support the  
department through administrative work. 
Your commitment does not go unnoticed. 
 
Conmee Emergency Services has also 
been actively applying for available grants, 
and we are pleased to share some great 
news. We have successfully secured  
funding that will allow us to: 
* Install a shower and  
decontamination system at the fire hall 
so members can clean up before returning 
home to their families. 
 
* Purchase a specialized gear dry-
er  to match our existing washer (which 
was also grant-funded). This dryer is de-
signed  specifically for firefighting gear, 
helping remove carcinogens after fire calls 

and reducing long-term health risks. 
Safety remains the number one priority 
for all members, and these upgrades are 
an important step forward. 

A sincere thank you goes out to our  
Public Works staff for their dedication to 
maintaining township roads and 
 responding to unpredictable weather 
conditions. Your hard work does not go 
unnoticed, and we hope the holiday  
season is kind to you. 
 
As we step into the new year, I am  
hopeful—but cautious—about what 2026 
will bring. My hope is that this year will be 
better than the last in every aspect, and 
that we will begin to see movement on 
key issues such as DTR, as well as progress 
on important township projects that need 
attention. 
 
Our staff have been nothing short of 
amazing, and I truly appreciate the  
residents who I hope I have been able to 
assist, support, or simply provide clarity to 
when needed. We live in a great  
community—one that is a wonderful 
place to raise families or enjoy a quiet 
retirement—and it’s important that we 
continue to protect that. 
 
 Holiday Wishes & Office Closure 

The municipal office will be closed from 
December 24 through the New Year. If 
something urgent arises during this time 
that cannot wait, please message me  
directly and I will do my best to assist. 
 

On behalf of Council, Staff, Public Works, 
and Conmee Emergency Services, I wish 
everyone a safe and wonderful Christ-
mas and a happy, healthy start to the 
New Year. 

See you in 2026!!!! 

Warm regards,  

Mayor Sheila Maxwell    
                 **************** 
 

EXCERPTS FROM 
MINUTES—REGULAR 
COUNCIL MEETING 

November 12th and 25th  
Minutes were reviewed and   
approved:  

Clerk’s Report :  
November 12:  The Clerk advised that 
the Township of O’Connor inquired 
whether Conmee had plans for the old 
rink boards and expressed interest in ob-
taining them. Council agreed to gift the 
boards, provided O’Connor handles trans-
portation and removal. The Clerk con-
firmed that the Ontario FireSmart Transfer 
Payment Agreement was signed  
November 1 for $15,000 in funding to 
support development of a Community 
Wildland Fire Protection Plan and hazard 
mapping. MTO has initiated a preliminary 
design and environmental assessment for 
widening Highway 11/17 from Kakabeka 
Falls to the Thunder Bay Expressway;  
notices were included under Other  
Agency Reports.  

 
Treasurer’s Report:   

November 12:  The Treasurer reported 
on reserve fund continuity, recommend-
ing the removal of inactive reserve fund 
accounts with no matching balances to 
clean up the ledger. She noted that  
budget preparation will begin shortly. 
 

Fire Chief’s Report:   

November 12:  Emergency Services  

continued weekly training and responded 

to medical calls and mutual aid fire calls in 

October. The Chief  recommended urgent 

investigation into upgrading fire apparatus 

and noted a possible opportunity to  

purchase a used water tanker from Oliver 

Paipoonge. He also advised that the  

Shabaqua Local Services Board has  

requested assistance to maintain its fire 

department. Council agreed to explore 

options and include this issue in the  

ROMA 2026 delegation request to the 

Ministry of the Solicitor General. 

2026 Council  
Meeting Schedule 
January 13 and 27 

February 10 and 24 
March 10 and 24 

Council meetings occur every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. unless oth-
erwise noted. Please visit www.conmee.com  
to see agendas, minutes, and more. If you do 
not have internet access, the office can print 
this information for you.   



Conmee Emergency Preparedness 

The Township of Conmee is committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of all residents 

during emergencies.  To assist in planning and response efforts, we kindly request that each 

household provide accurate and up-to-date information. 

Please complete all sections of the form with the requested details for your household.  Ensure 

the information provided is accurate and current.  Please submit the completed for by January 

30th, 2026 through one of the following methods: 

1. Dropped off at the Township Office during regular office hours 

2. Mailed to the Township office 

3. Scanned and emailed to adminassist@conmee.com, or 

4. Through the Township website 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us keep our community safe. 





A big thank you to Bay City 

 Contractors and operator Randy 

McDonald for their excellent  

service! 

Len  & Kyle 

 



 



 



 

 
 



 

WANT TO ADVERTISE? 

Please contact the 

Municipal Office for 

deadlines.  Advertise your 

business, event or happy 

ad in the next issue! 

Full Page: $20.00 

Half Page: $10.00 

Quarter Page: $5.00 

For Sale type Ad: $2.50 

(Business card size) 



 

PROPERTY TAX NOTICES 2026 

Property Tax Notices are mailed out to property owners twice a year to the current address on file.  If there 

has been a change to your mailing address please contact the Township Office to update your information. 

 

 

 Date Mailed 1st Installment Due 2nd Installment Due 

Interim Tax Notice February 3rd, 2026 February 25th, 2026 April 29th, 2026 

Final Tax Notice August 5th, 2026 August 26th, 2026 October 28th, 2026 

We accept cheque, money order, bank draft, cash, and debit or credit card  at the Township Office during 

regular hours of business.  eTransfers can be made through treasurer@conmee.com. 



 



 



 
 



 

 Conmee Township Christmas Merchandise 

Perfect gifts for the holiday season! 

 

Township of Conmee History Books: 

 Hard Copy—$15.00 tax included 

 Soft Copy—$10.00 tax included 

Hats:  $20.00 each tax included 

Toques:  $10.00 each tax included 

Travel Mugs:  $15.00 each tax included 

Fabric Bags:  $5.00 each tax included 

Get yours today (while supplies last) and cel-

ebrate local pride this Christmas! 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 



Municipality Newsletters- January 2026 Edition 

The LRCA has launched our brand-new website! Visit www.lakeheadca.com and browse the newly revamped 
store, look for upcoming events, see our integrated Instagram social media feed, sign up for our newsletter, 
and more!  
 
The 2026 Explore Card Parking Pass is now on-sale. Explore Card Parking Passes permit day-use/parking at 
our ten Conservation Areas for one calendar year. Visit as often as you like. Enjoy one calendar year of  
recreation activities! For the low price of $40.00 +HST, it’s convenient for frequent users! All Explore Card 
revenue goes directly towards the upkeep and maintenance of our Conservation Areas.   
 
The LRCA has many exciting events and workshops planned for 2026! Be sure to keep an eye on our website 
and social media channels for more information and for when registration opens, etc. Visit us on Facebook 
and Instagram @lakeheadregion and at www.lakeheadca.com. Sign up for our e-newsletter as well, and we 
will send you information about upcoming events, job opportunities, and more!  
 
Get out and Explore!   

http://www.lakeheadca.com
http://www.lakeheadca.com


  



s no colour because there are no stairs—                 

 

Tricky Riddles 

1: In a one-story house at the corner of the road, the bedrooms were yellow, the 
kitchen was orange, the living room was red, the garage was blue, the entry hall 
was green, and the sitting room was purple.  What color were the stairs? 

2: What can run but never walks, has a mouth but never talks, has a head but never 
weeps, and has a bed but never sleeps? 

s no colour because there are no stairs—                 

 

1. There’s no colour because there are no stairs—                 
         it’s a one story house. 
2.     A river.  


